Abstract -This study shows malignant diseases as the main cause of death in composers. Pathographies are listed according to the chronological order of their occurrence. Composers in this study died of malignant diseases in the average age of 66.3 years, (median age 67, range 33-91 years). Unfortunately, one part of this heterogeneous group of composers lived too short, while most of them could realize their creative work. Nowadays many of these composers could be cured thanks to the development of medicine, better diagnostic procedures and treatment options, including more selective radiotherapy, chemotherapy, immunotherapy (monoclonal antibodies, specific target receptor or intracellular signal inhibitors).
Patography
Among the examined pathographies of composers over 1500, we emphasized the importance of malignant diseases as the cause of death in 92 composers. Some of composers died in elder age, whereas some of composers died too early [1, 2] . Pathographies are listed according to the chronological order of their occurrence. Composers died at the time when diagnostic procedures and treatment options were not developed. Nowadays many of these composers could be cured novel treatment options in oncology and hematology-oncology [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] .In the period from 1600-2000 we analysed pathographies of famous composers/musicians who died of malignant diseases. We mention the most important parts of pathographies of famous composers (Rossini, Puccini, Debussy, Brahms, Rachmaninov), whose pathographies have already been described in de-tails previously. We mentioned pathographies of other composers in table 1. which shows the most relevant characteristics of composers and types of malignant disease.
Giovanni Paisiello (1740-1816) an Italian composer died quietly of liver cirrhosis, which was not caused by the heart failure. Intestinal neoplasm (colorectal) with liver metastasis and ascites was the cause of death [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
Andre Ernest Modeste Gretry (1741-1813) a French composer suffered from tuberculosis and recurrent bacterial pneumonia. Bronchial neoplasm (lung cancer) could be the cause of death [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
Domenico Cimarosa (1749-1801) an Italian composer, died of necrotic stomach cancer [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
Daniel-François-Esprit Auber (1782-1871) a French composer died of urinary bladder cancer. At the end of life due to the pelvic bone and spinal metastasis he suffered strong pain [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868) a Italian composer, died of colorectal necrotizing cancer (carcinoma) with stercoral peritonitis. He was twice surgically treated unsuccessfully [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 8] .
Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924) an Italian composer. In March, 1924 he felt dull pain in his larynx, hoarseness and cough. He smoked, and in the middle of October he asked for medical help. Laryngeal carcinoma was diagnosed by surgical biopsy. Later, he was surgically treated and received radiation therapy. He was getting better after surgical treatment, but he died from fever and tachycardia (sepsis?) [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 9] .
Claude Debussy (1862-1918) a French composer. He suffered from colorectal cancer, and he died completely exhausted, treated surgically and radiated with morphine injections constantly. He died from terminal malignant disease and cachexia [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 10] .
Sergei Vasilievich Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) a Russian composer, he was suffering from arthritis for many years. The shadow was detected incidentally on the xray lung scan. That was lung metastasis, afterward melanoma was diagnosed [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] .
Percy Grainger (1882-1961) an Australian composer. He was suffering from dysuria in the last seven years of his life, and health disturbances were getting worse. Prostatic cancer was diagnosed with disseminated metastasis (brain, liver, spleen, bones) [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
Johannes Brahms (1833-1896) a German composer. At the end of his life he suffered from jaundice, ascites and weight loss. The main cause of his symptoms was pancreatic head adenocarcinoma or bile ducts carcinoma (cholangiocarcinoma) with disseminated liver and bone metastasis. He was in inoperable state with bone metastasis in his back, therefore he felt strong pain. Finally, he experienced epistaxis, disseminated intravascular coagulation with hematemesis and enterorrhagia, malignant cachexia and paralysis of facial nerve [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 11] .
Alfredo Casella (1883-1947) an Italian composer. He died of disseminated intestinal metastatic cancer (colorectal?) [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] .
George Gershwin (1898-1937) an American composer. His symptoms began firstly with headache and facial right-sided paresthesia and afterward he felt dizziness, cacosmia, photophobia. He suffered from symptoms caused by high intracranial pressure. He was diagnosed for cystic cerebral neoplasm (glioblastoma multiforme) and he was surgical treated. He did not recover after surgical treatment and finally he died in cerebral coma [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . 
